[NEUROSURGICAL INTERVENTIONS FOR INTRACTABLE ONCOLOGICAL PAIN].
Pain is one of the most common symptoms among cancer patients, and particularly in those who suffer from metastatic or terminal disease. There is great importance in delivering good pain management to these patients in order to alleviate their suffering, improve their functional status and their overall quality of life. In most cases, pain management is based on pharmacotherapy with opioids and other medications. However, there are selected patients for whom pharmacotherapy does not achieve acceptable pain relief or is associated with marked side effects. These patients, who suffer from refractory cancer pain, may benefit from neurosurgical procedures selectively intervening in different locations along the pain signaling pathways. This article summarizes several of these neurosurgical procedures: percutaneous cordotomy for unilateral pain, punctuate midline myelotomy for visceral pain and stereotactic cingulotomy for diffuse pain syndromes. This article demonstrates the use of careful patient selection by an interdisciplinary team which is critical for the success of these procedures. The team consists of palliative care specialists, pain specialists and a neurosurgeon. These neurosurgical interventions are presented through representative clinical cases, followed by a discussion of the clinical considerations that guided the choice of the therapeutic approach for each case.